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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-28 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1-28 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim(s) 1, 5 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the double-sided adhesive tape" in line 9. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 5 is unclear because it recites "especially using a" and does not complete 
the sentence. For the purposes of the action, claim 5 will be interpreted similarly to the 
limitation in claim 23. 

Claim 5 is unclear because it recites "at least one of capacitive switches, and as 
optical sensor elements." It is not clear whether the limitation is claimed in the 
alternative. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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1. Claim(s) 1, 7-18, 20, 22, 25-28 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Leyden (5565848). 

As to claim(s) 1 , Leyden discloses: 

Retaining component for securing an item from theft, the retaining 
component comprising: 

a first retaining area for fastening the retaining component to a fastening component; 
and at least one second retaining area in for fastening the retaining component to the 
item, the second retaining area being designed to be more easily deformable than the 
first retaining area (fig. 3, 6, 12; [2, 40-51]; [3, 34-39]), 

wherein the retaining component is attachable to the item using a double-sided 
adhesive strip and includes an elastically deformable material, the double-sided 
adhesive tape being ductile ([3, 33-39]; [5, 12-18]). 
As to claim(s) 7, Leyden discloses: 

the first retaining area and the second retaining area include the same material (fig. 3, 
6, 12; [7,31-48]). 

As to claim(s) 8, Leyden discloses: 

the first retaining area and the second retaining area are an integral part of the 
retaining component (fig. 3, 6; 12; [2, 40-51]; [3, 34-39])). 
As to claim(s) 9, Leyden discloses: 

the material thickness of the second retaining area is less than the material thickness 
of the first retaining area (fig. 3, 6; 12; [7, 31-48]). 
As to claim(s) 10, Leyden discloses: 
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in the second retaining area an adhesive layer is provided for attaching the retaining 
component to the item([3, 33-39]; [5, 12-18]). 
As to claim(s) 1 1 , Leyden discloses: 

the attachment of the retaining component to the fastening component is detachable 

(fig. 3, 12; [6, 8-22]; [7, 9-19]). 

As to claim(s) 12, 13, Leyden discloses: 

the retaining component comprises sensor elements for monitoring proper fastening of 
the retaining component to the item ([3, 43] to [4, 14]). 
As to claim(s) 13, Leyden discloses: 

the sensor elements are designed as electric sensor elements ([3, 43] to [4, 14]). 
As to claim(s) 14, 25, 27, Leyden discloses: 

electric connecting devices are provided for electrically connecting the sensor elements 
to an evaluation circuit ([3, 43] to [4, 14]). 
As to claim(s) 15, 26, 28, Leyden discloses: 

an evaluation circuit is provided in the retaining component ([3, 43] to [4, 14]). 
As to claim(s) 16, Leyden discloses: 

mechanical connecting devices are provided for connecting the retaining component to 
the fastening component (fig. 3, 12; [6, 8-22]; [7, 9-19]). 
As to claim(s) 17, Leyden discloses: 

the connecting devices are designed as wires or cables (fig. 3, 12; [6, 8-22]; [7, 9-19]). 
As to claim(s) 18, Leyden discloses: 
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the connecting devices are integratable in the fastening component (fig. 3, 12; [6, 8- 
22]; [7, 9-19]). 

As to claim(s) 20, Leyden discloses: 

wherein the evaluation circuit is arranged in the fastening component ([3, 43] to [4, 
14]). 

As to claim(s) 22, Leyden discloses: 
Alarm system comprising a retaining component as claimed in claim 1 and a 
fastening component for fastening the retaining component (fig. 3, 6, 12; [3, 43] to [4, 
14]). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



2. Claim(s) 2-3, 5, 23 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Leyden (5565848) in view of Hadfield (6268795). 

As to claim(s) 2, 
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Leyden discloses: The part of the body can be made from a deformable material 
that can be conformed to an underlying surface on an article to be monitored. The first 
structure may be an adhesive that acts between the first surface and an underlying 
surface on an article to be monitored [3, 34-38]. 

The above art/combination above does not expressly teach an expansion of the 
double-sided adhesive tape leads to a roughly simultaneously occurring detachment of 
the same from the retaining component and the item. 

Hadfield discloses: when an attempt is made to remove it from the surface, the 
center section 3 may overcome the adhesive bond and pull away from the surface but 
the head section 2 will stretch before the adhesive bond is broken. The resulting 
stretching of the conductive track 5 produces an altered resistive value which is 
detected by the monitoring circuit. The rate of change of the resistive value, and/or the 
magnitude of the change would be of a different order compared to resistive changes 
caused by temperature variations and can thereby be used to trigger an alarm [3, 34- 
37]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the above 
art/combination to teach an expansion of the double-sided adhesive tape leads to a 
roughly simultaneously occurring detachment of the same from the retaining 
component and the item, so as to detect tampering with a system by monitoring the 
properties of a adhesive material connected to the device. 
As to claim(s) 3, 
Leyden discloses: 
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at least one of the expansion and the detachment of the double-sided adhesive tape 
triggers an alarm ([3, 34-37]; see also claim 22). 
As to claim(s) 5, 23, 
Hadfield discloses: 

the double-sided adhesive tape can be pulled off laterally using a force that is applied 
on the adhesive tape and that acts upon it roughly in the plane of the adhesive tape [3, 
27-37]. 

3. Claim(s) 4, 6 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Leyden (5565848) in view of Zimmerman (6436527). 

As to claim(s) 4, 

Leyden discloses: The part of the body can be made from a deformable material 
that can be conformed to an underlying surface on an article to be monitored. The first 
structure may be an adhesive that acts between the first surface and an underlying 
surface on an article to be monitored [3, 34-38]. 

The above art/combination above does not expressly teach the double-sided 
adhesive tape is equipped with a non-adhesive handling area. 

Zimmerman discloses the double-sided adhesive tape is equipped with a non- 
adhesive handling area [2, 44-46]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the above 
art/combination to teach the double-sided adhesive tape is equipped with a non- 
adhesive handling area, so as to protect the adhesively until desired use. 
As to claim(s) 6, 
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Leyden discloses: The part of the body can be made from a deformable material 
that can be conformed to an underlying surface on an article to be monitored. The first 
structure may be an adhesive that acts between the first surface and an underlying 
surface on an article to be monitored [3, 34-38]. 

The above art/combination above does not expressly teach the double-sided 
adhesive tape involves a product from Tesa company, which is distributed under the 
term Power Strip. 

Zimmerman discloses the double-sided adhesive tape involves a product from 
Tesa company, which is distributed under the term Power Strip [2, 43-46]. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the above 
art/combination to teach the double-sided adhesive tape involves a product from Tesa 
company, which is distributed under the term Power Strip, so as to utilize adhesive 
material that has a balance between plasticity and elasticity. 

4. Claim(s) 19, 21 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Leyden (5565848) in view of Hamlin (5964353). 
As to claim(s) 19, 21, 

The above art/combination above does not expressly teach wherein the fastening 
component includes a winding device for the connecting devices; the electric 
connecting devices are contactable via ball contacts in the winding device. 

Hamlin discloses a winding device, and ball contacts in the winding device [10, 6 
et seq]. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the above 
art/combination to teach wherein the fastening component includes a winding device 
for the connecting devices; the electric connecting devices are contactable via ball 
contacts in the winding device, so as to protect electronic circuitry and save space. 

5. Claim(s) 24 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Leyden (5565848) in view of Jagger (5433391). 
As to claim(s) 24, 

Leyden discloses a sensor and electrical circuit [3, 59 et seq]. 
The above art/combination above does not expressly teach the sensor elements 
are designed as at least one of capacitive switches, and as optical sensor elements. 

Jagger discloses the sensor elements are designed as at least one of capacitive 
switches, and as optical sensor elements ([5, 50-62]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the above 
art/combination to teach the sensor elements are designed as at least one of capacitive 
switches, and as optical sensor elements, so as to utilize alternative or additional 
sensing means to monitor a system. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shirley Lu whose telephone number is (571) 272-8546. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Bugg can be reached on (571) 272-2998. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
SL 

/George A Bugg/ 

Acting SPE of Art Unit 2612 



